SECT. 4.                         THE NAMING.                         "
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is not uncommon for them,   as they grow up,  to drop the

**
surnames Meer and   Syed, and merely to call themselves

fill their cavities with honey ; then; using severe terms of abuse, they
thrust a knife,  first into  the  body of the  one they have  named Aboo
Bukur Siddeeq; and, in  like  manner,  they stab the  second,  called
Oormtr ; and lastly, poor Oosman suffers the same fate ; and while the
honey flows from the wounded bodies of these dolls, the Sheeahs sip a
little of it, as emblematic of drinking the blood of their enemies;  and
eat a small bit of the paste, in allusion to the devouring their flesh, in

rage.

The fact is, the SheeaJis assert that his highness Mohummud
MoostuiFa (the blessing ! &c.) before his death bestowed the kheelafut
(or sovereignty) on Allee ; but that immediately after his demise, the
other three companions convened a meeting of the nobles and gran-
dees, and with the aid and assistance of men of talents and worth
among the Arabs, assigned the right of succession, first, to Siddeeq-e
Akbur ; then to Oomur-e Adil; next to Oosman-e- ^runnee ; and lastly,
to his highness Allee. Whereas, his highness Allee was the first
legal successor to the royal dignity; and it is for this reason that the
TusJieeahs hold the three usurpers (as they call them) in such ab-
horrence.

The Tussunoons, on the other hand, deem all this to be mere slander
and falsehood; for if, say they, his high excellency Allee was really
so brave, that God called him his " lion," how came he to lose his
courage when he had to encounter opposition, and actually through
fear of the above-mentioned people, to stand behind the priest,* and
among the congregation, when his actions were said to be governed by
the divine will ? Moreover, if his highness Mohummud Moostuffa
(the peace, &c.) did, during his life, appoint him his successor, why
did he not risk his life in the service of his God, and stand up for the
defence of his religion, and take by force what was his right? He
must have been perfectly well aware of the blessing pronounced upon
those who engage in such a warfare ; for the text of the sacred Qoran
saith, " He that dies fighting for his religion, though he be dead, yet
" doth he live in the presence of God."

Independently of this, numerous rewards and blessings promised to
such, are to be found in the chapters of the Qoran relating to martyrs
and heroes.

Thus, by their own mouths they would seem to condemn Allee.

May the Lord preserve us from such folks, and may the Almighty

protect

Or in other words, to act in the capacity of a clerk.